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Ohio regards assessments as tools to enhance teaching and learning.  Our state is committed 
to providing all students with equitable access to high-quality, 21st century assessments. This 
includes, but is not limited to, students with disabilities, English learners, English learners with 
disabilities and underserved populations. Ohio intends to provide opportunities for the widest 
possible number of students to demonstrate knowledge and skills while maintaining high 
expectations for all students to achieve.   

 
During the science and social studies field tests, online accessibility features and 
accommodations are limited. Additional online features will be added for subsequent 
administrations. 

 
Administrative Considerations  
Generally, students are tested in their regular classrooms according to the test administration 
schedule.  However, the principal or designee (e.g., building test coordinator) has the authority 
to schedule students in testing spaces other than the student’s regular classrooms, and at 
different scheduled times. This is permissible as long as all requirements for testing conditions 
and test security are met.   

 
School administrators should make administrative considerations available to any student who 
would need them. Administrative considerations include:  

 Small group testing 

 Frequent breaks (Note: Students who are logged out of their tests for more than 20 
minutes cannot revisit items that were previously answered.) 

 Time of day 

 Separate or alternate location 

 Specified area or seating 

 Adaptive and specialized equipment or furniture 
 

Accessibility Features for All Students 
Accessibility features are tools or preferences that are either built into the online assessment 
system or provided externally by test administrators. Students can use accessibility features 
during the field tests as needed.   Accessibility features are intended for all students; they are 
not classified as accommodations. Students should become familiar with these features prior to 
testing and should have the opportunity to select and practice using them. Accessibility features 
are intended to benefit a wide range of students, and are available to any student at his or her 



discretion during testing. Schools are encouraged to administer the Training Test to students to 
familiarize them with available features before participating in the field tests. 
 
Online Accessibility Features for All Students  

 Magnification to enlarge text and images  

 Highlight Tool 

 Mark Items for Review 

 Line Reader Tool 

 Eliminate Answer Choices (Strikethrough Tool) 

 Writing Tools (e.g., cut and paste, spell checker for constructed-response items)  

 Background color contrast for students who have difficulty reading black text on a white 
screen (Test administrator must select this feature before the student starts the test.) 

 Enlarged font (Allows for the default font size to be increased. Test administrator must 
select this feature before the student starts the test.) 

 
External Accessibility Features for All Students  

 Blank Paper 

 Repeat and clarify general administration directions 

 Headphones or noise buffers to minimize distraction 

 Test Administrator Read Aloud (The student must test in a separate setting one-on-one. 
Must support instructional practice.) 

 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
Accommodations for students with disabilities are for students who:  

 Have the accommodation documented in an approved Individualized Education Program 
or 504 plan prior to the date of test administration; and  

 Use the accommodation routinely (with rare exceptions) during classroom instruction 
and locally-administered assessments, both before and after the test is administered.  

For the field test, only external accommodations are available.  There are no online 
accommodations (e.g., text-to-speech) or Braille forms for the field tests.   
 
External Accommodations for Students with Disabilities  

 Interpreter - ASL or other sign language system for a student who is deaf or hard of 
hearing (Interpreters will be provided at the district’s expense.) 

 Scribe (The student must test in a separate setting one-on-one.) 

 Extended time  
 
Calculators  
All students participating in the high school physical science field test have access to an online 
scientific calculator. Also, for the high school physical science assessment, external specialized 
calculators (e.g., talking or large button) are allowed for students who need them for 
accessibility. Calculators are not allowed for any other science or social studies field test.  
 
Accommodations for English Learners 
Some English learners may need accommodations during testing administrations depending on 
their English language proficiency level. A group of educators familiar with the English Learner 
should consider which accommodations would be appropriate for that student.  Educators 
familiar with the student should also consider which features for all students will enhance 
accessibility for the student. 
 



 
External Accommodations for All English Learners 

 Extended time 

 Word-to-word Dictionary (English/Native Language)  

 Scribe (English-to-English only. The student must test in a separate setting one-on-one. 
Must support instructional practice.) 

 Foreign language translator (Provided at the district’s expense. All responses must be 
submitted in English.) 

 
Emergency Accommodation  
An emergency accommodation may be appropriate for a student who incurs a temporary 
disabling condition that interferes with test performance shortly before or within the testing 
window of an assessment (e.g., student breaks his/her arm and needs a scribe). Districts should 
note the injury and keep a written record of any doctor’s notes on file if such a special case 
accommodation is provided. Districts do not need to call the Office of Curriculum and 
Assessment or any other Ohio Department of Education office to receive permission to provide 
accommodations in these circumstances. 
 
Unique Accommodations 
If a student requires additional accommodations that are not listed, the department will review 
requests for unique accommodations on an individualized basis and will provide approval after 
determining whether the accommodation would result in a valid score for the student. Additional 
information on requests for unique accommodations will be available. 

 


